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Can You Help Detective Bear?

This bookmark helps young readers learn
about three types of “pests” that can harm
our animal friends. They are fleas, ticks
and mosquitos.

Fleas can quickly attack a dog or cat by
jumping on them and laying eggs in their fur.
Flea bites hurt and cause our pets to scratch.
If cats and dogs are not treated for bites,
they can experience pain and become sick.

Ticks are tiny insects — some as small as the
period at the end of a sentence. Ticks live in
the grass and bushes and attach themselves
to dogs and cats to suck their blood. They
can pass on diseases to our pets that can
cripple them and make them ill.

Mosquitos leave heartworm eggs under our
pets’ skin when they bite them. When they
hatch, heartworms make their way to a dog
or cat’s heart and lungs where they grow
very large. If not treated for heartworms, our
pets will become very sick and die.

How can we protect them from these
pests? We can get special medicines from
veterinarians. Please make sure your pets
receive them!

Hlelping Community Cats.

Miss Kitty Watson is Detective Bear’s partner
and good friend. Her bookmark is about
Community Cats.

Many cats do not have homes with human
families and have to live outdoors. Some
of these cats are called feral cats. They are
wild and are afraid of humans.

Some outside cats are stray or lost cats who
wandered away from their owners.

Feral cats and stray cats are called Community
Cats. They live together in groups called
colonies. There may be a person or group

of people who care for them. This is a good
thing, since community cats have difficult
lives. They must find their own food and
shelter. They don’t have families to take them
to the vet if they are sick.

How can we help? Please ask your local
shelter or veterinarian if they know who
helps community cats in your town or

city. Contact the helpers and offer to give
donations of food or volunteer to build

an outdoor cat habitat. And if you see an
injured or suffering cat, please contact your
local shelter or rescue

Don't Lose Heart!

Detective Bear would like his young fans
to learn how to keep their pets safe if they
should get lost — and what they can do if
they see a lost cat or dog.

Collars and tags are great ways to identify
pets. Another way to make sure they can
be identified if they get lost is to have
them microchipped. A microchip is a

very small glass tube that contains an
identification number. A shelter worker or
veterinarian can place this chip under a dog
or a cat’s skin and it doesn’t hurt.

If a lost pet is brought to a shelter or vet's
office, the staff can scan the back of the
pet’s head or neck with a special wand. This
wand reads the microchip’s identification
number which is matched to the pet
owner’s information on a computer.

Microchipping our pets helps them if they
become lost. Many pets have been reunited
with their owners this way. If you find a
lost dog or cat, please be sure to ask a
shelter worker or veterinarian to check it
for a microchip!

For more information and to download free printable bookmarks go to tortorellafoundation.org



